
Geography



How is learning across school sequenced?

Knowledge and skills are mapped out for both Lower Key Stage 2 and Upper Key Stage 2 to ensure 

progression. Outcomes have been broken down into the following areas:

• Locational knowledge and place knowledge

• Fieldwork

• Geographical vocabulary

• Using globes, maps and plans

• Map work skills

• Human and physical geography, enquiry skills and communication.



Each year group explores different aspects of the National Curriculum using the location studied as a starting 
point. Eg. Year 3 – Rivers, Year 4 – Mountains, Year 5 – Volcanoes and earthquakes, Year 6 – Distribution of natural 
resources, trade.

In addition, each year group also carries out a pupil-led fieldwork project within the local area.
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How are knowledge and skills built on throughout 
the school?

• Knowledge and skills progression 
documents to ensure this.

• Key concepts explored throughout 
Year 3 – 6 and build on those studied 
at KS1: Place, Scale, Human and 
Physical Processes (Environment), 
Space, Interconnections, 
Environmental Impact and 
Sustainability, Cultural Awareness



How are knowledge and skills built on throughout the 
school?

Knowledge organisers – One per topic, differentiated by Year Group. Contain key vocabulary, definitions, key 
knowledge and skills. Children complete these as the topic progresses, which supports recall of knowledge and 
skills, as well as application. Year 3 Year 4
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Through developing our own curriculum, we have developed a curriculum that is bespoke and engaging to our 
learners. Children build on and develop core understanding of their knowledge and skills throughout their time at 
Cheadle Catholic Junior School.  

Bespoke and Engaging Curriculum



Fieldwork ‘bridges the gap’ for children of all abilities and adds a ‘real life’ dimension to the geography curriculum. 
Across all year groups, children have opportunities to plan and carry out a fieldwork project within school and the local 
area. Progression is evident in the planning, the locality chosen and the way in which children present and analyse their 
results.

Fieldwork





Across the school, children are also being given the 
opportunity to take part in Forest Schools, which has 
been planned in collaboration with the Geography Lead 
to support and enhance our fieldwork provision. This 

N.C. Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and 
present the human and physical features in the local area 
using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans 
and graphs, and digital technologies.

Forest Schools



• Formative assessment – Variety of questions, discussion, observation during 
group tasks, application of knowledge within a lesson, quizzes, green pen time.

• Progression of knowledge and skills document - This enables school staff to 
report accurately and effectively every child’s progress in Geography.

Assessment



Challenge:
• Greater Depth opportunities applied through effective questions, feedback in the lesson, 

green-pen time, mini-plenaries, extension challenges, differentiated tasks/resources, fieldwork 
project roles.

• Cross-curricular links applied, such as English (extended writing opportunities), Maths (data 
handling), Science (the water cycle, biomes etc.), ICT (use of apps/photos), Art (field sketches), 
PSHE (physical wellbeing and time spent outdoors).

Challenge and Adaptations





Recent Pupil Voice – Book Study
(Focus: Vocabulary and Tasks)

• Children across all year groups were able to discuss their learning within their geography topics and did so with 
enthusiasm.

o “In Geography, we take notes from teaching to ‘jot down’.”
o “When we are learning about countries, there could be specific words linked to them.”
o “Knowledge organisers are really handy.”
o “Activities where we have to match up ideas to words help.”
o “Some of the first tasks are easy, but there are some more challenging.”
o “The work on equators/tropics led onto longitude and latitude and that led onto time zones.”
o “In Year 5, there are blank spaces in our knowledge organisers to get your words and find the definitions.”
o “Sometimes the boards have the vocabulary and it’s meaning to use in their work.”



•Sequence of Teaching: Planning documents show what prior learning has taken place. Pupil voice showed that children could 

articulate how their learning built on previous learning. Evidence in books.

•Vocabulary: Knowledge organisers (progressive), lesson objectives, evidence in books, pupils confident using geographical 

vocabulary in pupil voice.

•Bespoke and engaging lessons driven by a quality scheme of work and high-quality teaching and learning.

•Enjoyment: Children enjoy learning in geography and the range of activities that take place.

•Fieldwork: Children are encouraged to plan and carry out fieldwork within the area. Links to National Fieldwork Week.

•Subject monitoring to ensure open dialogue between subject leaders, class teachers and pupils (book studies, pupil voice)

Key Strengths:



Next Steps:
•Concepts Explored from EYFS (Cheadle Catholic Infant School) to Year 6.

•Fieldwork: ensuring there are no missed opportunities for first hand experiences within school and locally.

•Retrieval and retention of knowledge: Monitor and promote effective strategies in lessons for retrieving previous 

learning/overlearning.

• Outcomes in books

Ensure consistency in marking

Use of knowledge organisers 

Children are decoding, understanding and applying new learning/vocabulary. 


